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MonoMania 

Cleanse your colour 
palette and fall for 
stylishly striking black 
and white with this 
dark and handsome 
masculine style from 
THE One’s Winter 
collection, featuring 
contemporary home 
fashion at great prices. 






affordable luxury 

VALUE guarantee 


Winter 
Collection 


GREAT 

PLACE 

TO 

WORK^ 


Tops ^ 

companies 
to work for 2014 

United Arab Emirates 






BAHRAIN • IRAQ • JORDAN • KUWAIT • LEBANON • QATAR • TUNISIA 


II 


I 


Stalk us on ^ THE One Planet THEOne_Planet ^ theoneplanej 


I 


JNITED ARAB; EMIRATES 
theone.com 


©THE One Retail Network (International) Ltd. 2015 





f@marinahomeinteriors 


Imarinahomeinteriors 




- i;"f L' ■ WF ■ 


>■ ; 

'^Y 1 'IBBmI 




■ T^i- ' i 





.'//A 











/WHERE DIVERSITY UNITES 


MAfllNA 


DISCOVERY 

FREE-SPIRITEDU RBAN 
AVANT-GARDE 
COSMOPOLITAN 

SOULFUL MYSTERIOUS 
CREDIBLE ECLECTIC 
EXOTIC JOURNEY 

CURIOUS FLAMANT 

INSPIRATIONAL 













Always Different 


Affordable Luxury 






Top 5 
companies 
to work for 2014 


United Arab Emirates 


ia:i :ii! iL u,Mi ' ■' 




GREAT 

PLACE 

TO 
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Glamorama 

Unleash your animal instincts and indulge 
in lavish creature comforts with this richly 
dramatic, extravagantly luxurious style from 
THE One’s Winter collection, featuring 
‘untamed’ home fashion at great prices. 
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The Galleria Mall - Jumeirah - Al Wasl Road - Dubai, U.A.E. * 

W: citiesdubai.com | E: info(acitiesdubai.com 

T : +971 4 34 34 301 B cities-design-and-lifestyle-store 0 citiesdul 











25% TO 70% OFF 


OVER 70 SOFA SETS, 
OVER 35 BEDROOM SETS 
OVER 30 DINING SETS 


DISPLAYED AT OUR 
MEGA STORE ON 
SHEIKH ZAYED RD. 
DUBAI. TEL: 04 3389690 


r/unitedfurn 


Dubai: Sheikh Zayed Road, Before Oasis Centre, Tei: 04 3389690, www.unitedfurnitureco.com 
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LUXURY 



This season, luxury is yours for the taking. Choose from the widest range of exquisite Parisian 
furniture and home decor pieces, without stretching the budget. It's the perfect time for home 

makeovers, only at2XL. 




Abu Dhabi: Marina Mall | Dubai: Al WasI - Jumeirah, Al Ghurair Centre & Uptown Mirdiff I Sharjah: Behind Mega Mall 
www.2xlnne.com I B /2xlfurniture | Jj instagram/2xl_furniture | Toll Free: 800 2XL (295) 


furniture & home decor 






Style for any occasion. 


Whether you’re entertaining friends and family or simply relaxing after work, staying 
outdoors just got more stylish with Rattan House. Our beautifully crafted resort-style 
furniture is designed with comfort and durability in mind, made from only the 
highest-quality all-weather fibers and fabrics suitable for every outdoor environment. 
Created especially for the region. Rattan House furnishings lets you enjoy life out in the 
open all year round. 

NOW OPEN 

DUBAI SHEIKH ZAYED DUBAI UPTOWN MIRDIFF 

T: +971 4 338 2977 T: +971 4 288 2241 

dubai@rattan-house.com uptown@rattan-house.com 

www.rattan-house.com 


DUBAI I RIYADH | AL KHOBAR | DOHA | MUSCAT | AMMAN | INDONESIA 



RATTAN HOUSE 

Love . Intertwine . Rattan 
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SAMANTHA DEANE 

INTERIOR DESIGNER & ART CONSULTANT 
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"My love of colour and texture was instilled in 
me as a child growing up in Argentina. My 
mother has a business there and in Brasil, 
importing beautiful fabrics from around the 
word. The interior of our home was ever- 
changing, with curtains and wallpapers from 
new collections. 1 left Buenos Aires to study Law 
and Economics at Durham University. Straight 
after that 1 worked for Merrill Lynch Bank for 8 
years. My heart was not in banking so 1 decided 
to go back to my passion which is interiors. 1 
completed a design course at KLC school of 
design in London and then was lucky enough to 
join Sibyl Colefax and John Fowler, one of the 
most prestigious interior design companies in 
Europe. Since moving to Dubai 9 years ago 1 
have been working on several residential 
projects in the region as well as in Argentina." 
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Colourful Season 


N ow that 2015 is in full swing and springtime is just around the 

corner, we take a look at how best to update your home from top 
tips and advice from the experts on everything from creating a 
bathroom sanctuary to window dressing (P56], to the hot colour 
trends for the season (P62], starting with the Pantone colour of the 
year - Marsala (P24]. 

Our inspiring local real homes this issue are: a bright and stylish Dubai Marina 
apartment which has been updated by Interior Designer and Art Consultant 
Samantha Deane (P28] and a quirky Jebel Ali Gardens home (P36]. Internationally 
we step inside Designer Ben De Lisi's colour-block London terrace (P42] and take a 
look at a shabby-chic style sprawling French farmhouse, which has been lovingly 
restored in to a holiday retreat (P50]. 

If you are looking for a quick update for yourself or your home this month then 
our news pages have a roundup of the best new buys, store openings and 
decorating ideas (from P20]. Or if you'd rather treat yourself or a loved one this 
Valentine's Day then check out our Hip Hotels (P68] which this month are the 
glamorous and decadant Waldorf Astoria in the beautiful Ras A1 Khaimah and 
overseas we get cosy in the hip Georgian Blythswood Square Hotel in Glasgow 
Enjoy! 


ROSALIND 



THIS 

MONTH’S 

WISHLIST 


1. Pearlised lotus tealight 
holders, Dhs12, Home Centre. 

2. Parrot candle holder, 
Dhs155, Zara Home. 

3. Wanderlust reed diffuser, 
Dhs395, Jo Malone. 

4. SNYGGIS teacup and 
saucer, Dhs19, Ikea. 

5. Geometric cushion, Dhs59, 
H&M Home. 

6. Ileana Makri necklace, POA, 
S*uce Rocks. 

7. Floral tote, POA, Gucci 
Cruise. 
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Advertorial 

Alshaya Showroom & Kitchenhaus, Designing Your Home With 
World-Class Standards 

The latest in high-quality imported bathrooms, kitchens, and flooring goods, 
a prestigious European Lifestyle-concept showroom 


Practicality, variety and a great deal of 
style— Alshaya Showroom, a division 
of Alshaya Trading Company located 
in the Emirates provides discerning 
home-lovers with some of the finest 
brands known in the home furnishings 
industry. Built with a continuously 
growing reputation of the ‘go-to- 
brand’ for any home-maker looking 
to build a five star-home, some of 
the Alshaya Showroom’s offerings 
include sanitaryware, tiles & flooring, 
accessories & mixers, bathroom 
furniture and kitchens. 



Bathroom Offerings Like 
No Other 

A contemporary bathroom range 
can be expected to offer comfort, 
relaxation and recreation. Using a 
portfolio of high-quality brands from 
Europe and the US such as Keramag, 
Pozzi Ginnori, Galatea, Teuco, Keuco, 
Ferrara and more, the Alshaya 
showroom ensures that the bathroom 
fixtures available come in a wide range 
of materials, styles and finishes. From 
glossy silvers to polished brass and 
high finished chrome, their faucets 
and matching accompaniments - such 
as towel, toilet roll and toilet brush 
holders - can compliment any overall 
theme, whether it is contemporary, 
classic or minimalist. 

Flooring 

The first thing to catch anyone’s 
eye when they enter a home is the 


flooring, and as such it can be one of 
the most important choices a home- 
maker can decide. Just as a house 
has foundations, a room’s foundation 
is its flooring, which will set the path 
on which your home’s design will 
take. Among their flooring solutions, 
Alshaya Trading brings a touch of 
Italian style, through ABK, Imola and 
LEA Ceramiche. This trio of brands 
design and manufacture a wide range 
of floor and wall tiles, which reflect 
the latest trends in the world of 
architecture and interior design. 

Kitchens 

Alshaya Trading’s home-grown 
brand, Kitchenhaus, utilizes the 
latest in German innovation, ingenuity 
and style, Nobilia kitchens at the 
showroom can cater to any taste yet 
still assure home-owners that they 
will be able to spend years to come 



enjoying their family’s company in the 
kitchen. 


All that is housed at Alshaya 
Showroom and Kitchenhaus bears 
the hallmark of Alshaya Trading 
Company’s diverse offerings, a 
commitment to beauty of design, 
and understanding the special 
requirements of the local market. 

The Alshaya Showrooms and 
Kitchenhaus showrooms can be 
visited on Sheikh Zayed road in the 
Eifel Building, Salahuddin Road in 
Deira, Electra Street in Abu Dhabi and 
Al Ain next to Abu Dhabi Islamic Bank. 



HIshayci 


www.alshayatrading.com 
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TfflS JUST IN... 

ROUNDUP OF THIS MONTH’S NEWS AND BUYS 

Good Deed 

Do your bit for charity while investing in some 
timeless jewelley with this 100 Good Deeds 
Amethyst bracelet, Dhsl,745 from Gemfields. 

The brand has teamed up with activist designer 
Mary Fisher and Mila Kunis (as the face of the 
bracelet]. Featuring 100 ethically mined 
Gemfields Zambian amethyst beads, the bracelet 
is made by vulnerable women in Zambia and 
encourages wearer to undertake good deeds 
with each bead representative of these. 100% of 
the sales will be donated to the Abataka 
Foundation, a non-profit organisation that 
provides economic and educational 
opportunities to girl's across the globe. 
www.gooddeeds.org/gemfields 



1. Heart keyring, Dhs600, Aspinal of London 2. Snyggis side plate, Dhs19, Ikea 3. Coussin Coeur blac rose cushion, Dhs513, Noel-paris.com 
4. Rob Ryan We Had Everything wallhanging, Dhs6,786, The Rug Company 5. Hearts cookie cutters, Dhs30, Lakeland 6. Heart napkin ring, Dhs69 THE One. 

I 




High street hero H&M is set to launch its Home 
collection in the UAE. Packed full of on-trend 
accessories including these French-inspired 
linens and crockery, there will be something 
to suit every taste and home, which won't 
break the bank. 
www.hm.com 


NEW ADDITIONS 

Already a staple scent in Tom 
Ford's Private Blend Collection, 
Jasmin Rouge now includes a 
luxurious new body lotion and 
soap, from Dhs160. The rich cream 
moisturiser will leave skin hydrated, 
smooth and delicately scented in 
this feminine fragrance. 
www.tomford.com 
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Embrace spring style with this 
pretty floral cushion. 

Dhs165 from Zara Home. 


Ethan Allen has just launched its latest 
collection, The Next Classics, available now in 
the new Design Centre on Sheikh Zayed Road, 
Dubai. With over 600 new designs, the range 
embraces the brand's ethos of modern, fresh 
and relaxed pieces ideal, for any home. 
www.ethanallen.com 


ON BOARD 


Now is the time to stock up on 
Resort and Cruise collection items 
for your summer break. We love 
these high top studded trainers, 

POA from Gucci's Cruise collection. 
www.gucci.com 


nyny J 

Head to Interiors for 
from some fab 
additions to your 
home, such as this 
bright pink sofa from 
Paul Robert - ideal for 
adding some colour to 
a neutral living room 
scheme. 

www.interiorsfurniture.com 


Add some Swedish style to your kitchen with 
this handy 10pcs Fondue set, Dhs119from 
Home Centre's new collection. 

www.homecentrestores.com 
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MIDAS TOUCH 


www.2xlme.com 


Bring some golden style to your 
home with this decadent Valeria 
lounge chair, Dhs3,146, available 
now from 2XL's newest collection 


COVER UP 

Create flawless skin with Bobbi 
Brown's handy travel-sized 
concealer kit. For an instant lift use 
the pink-toned corrector to 
brighten under the eyes, followed 
by the yellow-toned creamy 
concealer to banish dark circles. 
www.bobbibrown-me.com 


RICH SCENT 

Treat yourself to Jo Malone's 
newest Cologne Intense, Incense 
and Cedrat, Dhs720. This rich 
scent includes rare Omani 
incense, the most precious in the 
world, and is enriched with three 
layer of resin to create the deep, 
intense fragrance. 
www.jomalone-me.com 


THE One’s latest collection 
is an exotic range of 
animal prints, including 
this stylish leopard Nala 
cushion cover. Mix with 
metallic accessories for a 
totally glam look. 

www.theone.com 


Precious Metals 


Metallics are still big in the style stakes for 2015 
and we love these Eclectic candles from Tom 


Dixon, Dhs540 available at S*uce Gifts. 

www.shopatsauce.com 


LUXE LIFESTYLE \ 

Head to Lifestyle for some 
sophisticated accessories from 
their latest range. The Trump 
collection includes this sleek 
vase, Dhs1 60, ideal for a gift. 
www.lifestylegulf.com 


TfflS 
JUST 
IN... 


* 


Treat your little one to 
these adorable buys... 


1. Tribeca high chair, 

POA, Just Kidding. 

2. Hugu bear, 

Dhs1,480, S*uce Gifts. 

3. Fjadermoln 
cushion, Dhs39, Ikea. 



2 . 


3 . 

i 

(i 





Outside bi 

Add a touch of greenery 
to your floor with The 
Rug Company’s latest 
collaboration. Fashion 
duo Rodarte have 
created a collection of 
otherworldly designs, 
including this striking 
Trellis rug, made to 
order. 

www.therugcompany.com 
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NEWS&TRENDS 




CriAJX/ 



Add a splash of colour to your bedroom with Harlequin's new Amazilia collection. We love the bright tones 
and pretty patterns, available in fabrics and wallcoverings. See page 70 for our interview with the designer. 


Available in the UAE from Walker Greenbank. www.walkergreenbank.com 



NEW YORK STATE OF MIND 

Brighten up a plain wall 
with this collage of all 
things from the Big Apple. 
Ideal for a boy’s room or to 
add interest in a hallway. 
New York landmarks frame 
by Fancy Dhsl,367 from 
Cities. 

www.citiesstore.com 



WUd 

Style 


www.grahamandbrown.com 


Bring a touch of 
the jungle to 
your home with 
Graham and 
Brown's new 
wallpaper 
collection, 
which includes 
this stand-out 
Zebra print, 
Dhsl34per roll. 
Pair with simple 
black furniture 
in a hallway for 
a feature look. 



FLOOR SHOW 

Create a feature of your floor with 
Nomad Inceptions new Luxury Parquet 
flooring, which just launched last 
month. The range features the works 
of renowned geometric artists Jay 
Bonner, Eric Broug and Jean-Marc 
Castera - each of which has their own 
signature collection. 
www.nomadinception.com 



PATTERNED 

ADDITION 

Introduced this month in Paris Deco 
Off is LELIEVRE's latest collection of 
fabrics. Ligne D'Horizon are designed 
for a modern home and include 
stunning shades of citrus, marine 
blues, forest greens and earthy 
neutrals, which can be found in this 
eye-catching Origami range. 
www.lelievre.eu 
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FINISHING 

TOUCH 

The best way to add a different look 
is to invest in a statement rug. We 
love this subtle yet stylish Cowhide 
flower rug in white, Dhs2,863 per 
m2 from The Rug Company. 
www.therugcompany.com 
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1. MALKIY sofa, 
Dhs31,323, Brabbu.com 

2. Mr Jones Cranberry 
wallpaper, Dhs183 per roll, 
Laura Ashley 3. Le 
Chateau maroon belt, 
Dhs79, Dukanee.com 4. 
Loomed Wool Rug, 
Garnet Red, from 
Dhs4,140, Ethan Allen 5. 
Fantasy coral decor, 
Dhs219,THEOne 6. Oslo 
red towel set, from 
Dhs66, Kingsley 

7. Red touch bin, 
Dhs1,441, Brabantia 8. 
Sasha Bordeaux tote bag, 
Dhs1,200, Vince Camuto 9. 
Maroon Aso Oke cushion, 
Dhs195, In-spaces.com 

10. Garnet red Moroccan 
pouffe, Dhs600, 
Rockribbonsecogifts.com 

11. Faux fur jacket, 
Dhs1,105, Gaudi 

12. Alphabet print in 
Marsala, Dhs160, 
Mengsel.com 13. Octo 
dining chair, Dhs1,495, 
THE One 14. Assiniboia 
maroon necklace, Dhs80, 
Aldo 15. Moroccan spice 
throw rug, Dhs448, 
Ecochic.com.au 16. 
Evening gown, Dhs1,265, 
Bebe 17. Enamel and 
silver plated photo frame 
in cranberry, Dhs122, 
Laura Ashley 18. 
Microfibre throw, 

Dhs386, KSL-living.fr 

19. Gushing maroon court 
shoes, Dhs399, Nine West 

20. Moser vase in red, 
Dhs5,372, Asprey 21. 
Paprika water based paint, 
from Dhs20, Laura Ashley. 


Villa Lantanas Show 




T he new freehold residential villa development 

offers a rare opportunity for young families to find 
a suitable home at a sensible price, with the benefit 
of an ultra-convenient location situated just off the 
Umm Suqeim Road. 

A short drive away from schools, hospitals, shopping malls and 
two international airports, the development is truly at the centre 
of everything a family needs. In addition, being close to the 
majority of Dubai's key business districts promises a healthier 
work-life balance for Villa Lantana's residents, giving them the 
opportunity to minimise the time spent commuting to and from 
work, and maximise leisure time with family and friends. 

The Villa Lantana community has been carefully designed with 
the needs and lifestyles of residents in mind. The amenities 


include multi-purpose sports courts, a retail centre, and two 
community centres with gym facilities, lap and leisure pools, 
while tree-lined pedestrian walkways and jogging paths link the 
various zones throughout the neighbourhood. An abundance of 
outdoor spaces, including parks, playgrounds and shaded seating 
areas, encourages close-knit community living and incentivises 
residents to make the most of the outdoors - to exercise, socialise 
and play. 

The 440 villas epitomise a contemporary aesthetic, and are 
designed to be accessible for families seeking a good quality of life 
and a home they will be proud to call their own. Neutral tones 
have been used throughout the interiors of the villas, creating a 
minimalist feel and allowing residents to easily apply their own 
style to their space. Large windows are a key feature of every villa 
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design to ensure the living spaces are flooded with natural light. 
Modern, high-quality fittings and fixtures throughout the villas 
and the open-plan style layouts maximise the available space to 
create a seamless flow between house and garden, perfect for 
entertaining. 

Villa Lantana offers a choice between detached and semi- 
attached 3, 4 and 5-bedroom family homes. With 17 different villa 
designs and 11 floor plans to choose from, each street contains a 
mix of villa styles and sizes, giving the community a unique 
character with each street having a distinctive look and feel. 

The show villas are now open for viewing, giving potential 
homeowners and investors the chance to experience what life in 
Villa Lantana will be like once construction is complete at the end 
of the year. 


To find out more about 
Villa Lantana, and to download 
a location map for the show villas, 
visit www.villalantana.ae. 

You can also call 800-LANTANA 
to speak directly to a Villa 
Lantana sales agent. 


VILLA 

lantana 


TEC^I 
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Interior Designer and Art Consultant, Samantha Deane, has turned this Dubai 
'^^Marina apartment in to an art-lovers dream with carefully 
ch^en pieces and timeless furniture. Colour pops can be seen throughout, making 
this a distinctive and homely retreat. 
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HOMES&INTERIORS 



A fter studying law and 

economics in the UK and working 
as a Merrill Lych banker for eight 
years, Samantha Deane answered 
the call other spirit. She enrolled 
for a course in interior design at 
London's KLC School of Design and 
then worked at leading European 

design company Sibyl Colefax and John Fowler. Since moving to Dubai 
nine years ago, the mum-of-three has been working on residential 
projects in the region as well as in Argentina and Holland. 

For this luxury apartment in Dubai Marina, the design brief was to 
create a lively house, full of colour and warmth, where a large, 
multi-generational family would feel at home when they came to stay. 

While Samantha saw the design potential of the spacious, 
light-filled apartment with its neat layout, nearly all the existing 
furniture had to be removed. "The finish of the bathrooms, fioors and 
walls was of high quality so we only really focused on making it a 
home away from home," she says. 

The client mostly lives abroad and although they had not met each 
other (as Samantha was recommended to her by another client], they 
hit it off from the first meeting. "1 had no idea of her taste and since 
we had little time 1 thought we should start with 
the curtains. 1 brought over a few fabric books 
which 1 liked, spanning a range of prices (1 also 
didn't know their budget]. We practically 
decorated all the bedrooms in the first sitting. It 
helps of course that our tastes are similar and that 
my client is very decisive." 

While the basic decorating took about six 
months, it took much longer for the apartment to 
achieve its present look. Instead of rushing and 
buying what was on offer, Samantha says they only 
purchased art and accessories that they loved. 

One of the most striking aspects of this house is 
the fearless use of colour. Samantha's love of colour 
and texture was instilled in her as a child growing 
up in Argentina, where her mother ran a business 
importing beautiful fabrics from around the word. 
"The interior of our home was ever-changing, with 
curtains and wallpapers being constantly updated 
with new collections," she tells us. In this project, 
she was lucky to work with a client who embraced 
colour as well. "Colour was definitely part of the 
brief This region allows the use of strong colours, 
much more than say, fiats in London, where the 
light is dimmer, spaces smaller and tones used are 
therefore more muted." 

Another notable aspect is the art in the house; 
most of it of Middle Eastern origin. Samantha 
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scouted Dubai galleries for months, emailing her client images and 
prices of art she liked, or visiting galleries together whenever 
possible. "The large pieces in the living room and corridor are by my 
friend, the Iranian artist Salar Ahmadian. 1 would describe his art as 
"pop art meets calligraphy". The beach ladies, the colourful small 
graphic paintings in the living room and the lithographs in the 
corridor are by the Lebanese artist Hussein Madi, also known as the 
"Picasso of the Middle East". The iron sculpture of the bicycle 1 bought 
in an auction on their behalf is by Iraqi artist Ahmed A1 Bahrani. We 
also purchased a piece by young Emirati artist Noor A1 Suwaidi as 
well as the more established Iraqi artist Dia Azzawi for the 
bedrooms." The client had a beautiful painting of buffalo, which 
Samantha wanted to use in the dining room niche. It was too small 

“Do invest in art that you fall in 
love with, as it reflects your soul and 
makes a house a home.” 

for the space, so she invented three panels of different sizes covered 
in silk that picks out the turquoise from the painting. The end result 
is striking. 

Osca Blom at Sofa Studio who has a range of European brands 
supplied most of the fabrics, while Shiraz at InnovB was the curtains 
and blinds supplier. Some of Samantha's favourite decor stores 
include Flamant, Bloomingdales and the White Company and for 
accessories, it's Comptoir 102 and The Odd Piece. 

While the art and accessories are stunning, the house still 
manages to look lived in and comfortable. This, Samantha says, is one 
of her design mantras. "A house and its layout has to be ergonomic as 
well as beautiful, so furniture should allow you to move around 
comfortably." 

Samantha's unique, eclectic style is a product of the countries she 
has lived in as well as the places she has travelled. "My style adapts to 
the client as 1 want their home to be a reflection of who they are 
rather than who 1 am. You could say 1 narrow their options to a 
manageable few but ultimately it is they who decide." Hill 




Above: The 
spacious 
dressing room. 
Left: a calming 
neutral schemed 
bedroom. 
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Get the look 

Colour and art sit side by side in 
this sophistieated family home. 


THE DETAILS 


1. Red apple hall table, Dhs1,512, Ghify.com 2. Sanaz Salami artwork Dhs2,000, Virgule 3. Abington Sofa, Dhs 13,460, Ethan Allen 4. Recycled glass vase, Dhs138, 
ldyllhome.co.uk 5. Peacock bottle, Dhs262, Twogirlsandacontainer.com.au 6. Yellow box cushion, Dhs524, Fermoie.com 7. Caracole 'Up Down and All Around' 
coffee table, Dhs 4,750, Bloomingdale's Home 8. Sumptuous satin chair, Dhs892, Sweetpeaandwillow.com 9. Jonathan Saunders Hutton rug, Dhs4,774 per m2. The 
Rug Company 10. Sit chair in blue, Dhs3,495, THE One. 
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Home 

pottery barn kids 

invite you to 


WORKSHOP THEMES: 

Go Eco with Kids Decor. 
Top Trends 

VENUE: 

POTTERY BARN KIDS. 

CITY CENTRE MIRDIE 


HOME 

WORKSHOPS 

Bring along the kids and enjoy the interactive workshops 
with Pottery Barn Kids and Emirates Home. In this 
first-time event we will cover; decorating, eco issues and 
trends all for the kid's room. 


DATE: 

WEDNESDAYMARCH 4, 2015 

TIME: 

6:00 PM 8:00 PM 

RSVP: 

EMIRATESHOME@ITP.COM 



m.H.HIshdyd Co. 

alshaya.com 
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Sian Rowlands has achieved a super-stylish space her Jebel Ali Gardens home by 
personalising mainstream buys, whilst sticking to a budget. 
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Sian's eclectic, thrifty style is 
shown in her living room (left). 
The bright splashes of colour 
add personality to the space. 
Right: an affirming wall decal. 



S ian Rowlands is justifiably proud of the beautiful interiors 
she has managed to pull off in her two-bedroom 
apartment, despite working to a tight budget. Her home 
perfectly encapsulates her personality and lets visitors 
get a glimpse into her personal journey through life. “1 
have gathered influences from my home country [England] as well as 
from countries 1 have visited, like China, Thailand and the States." 

Rowlands, co-founder of website My Ex Wardrobe and a freelance 
interior designer, used her artistic skill and vivid imagination to 
personalise pieces to ensure even the most plain Ikea-bought item 
has been brought to life and made bespoke. "1 have a place full of 
character put together from the most mainstream home furnishing 
store in the world." "It's always been in my nature to look at 
something and adapt it and change it to inspire something else," she 
explains. "1 use Pinterest a lot with work, and there are loads of great 
DIY ideas on there." On entering her home, the eye is immediately 
drawn to one of Sian's labours of love - a customised Ikea coffee table 
covered in cut-outs from back issues of Quint Magazine. "It was a 
project a friend and 1 worked on for a few days and was loads of fun," 
she enthuses. 

Trawling through flea markets, Sian has unearthed some 
spectacular finds - Alphonse Mucha framed prints, graffiti art from 
London, the start of a camera collection (which she intends to grow] 
and a set of old keys that have been transformed into a piece of art. 
And this budget-conscious style siren's biggest extravagance? "My 
artwork. The biggest is a commissioned Marilyn Monroe piece that 
my friend Jennifer Stelco created just for me." 

You won't find muted, minimalist shades at Rowlands' abode, as 
her home is a riot of colour, illustrating her confidence in using an 
expanded palette. "1 particularly like bright colours and, while 1 
always admire clean, white spaces, 1 wouldn't feel comfortable in 
somewhere like that. My personality has lots of little eccentricities 
and 1 think that is reflected in my space." Hill 
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THIS IS YOUR 

DO WHAT YOU LOVE 

AND DO IT OFTEN. 

IF YOU DON’T LIKE SOMETHING, CHANGE IT. 
IF YOU DON’T LIKE YOUR JOB, QUIT. 

IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR THE LOVE OF YOUR LIFE, STOP. 

THEY WILL BE WAITING FOR YOU WHEN YOU 

START DOING THINGS THAT YOU LOVE. 

WHEN YOU EAT, APPRECIATE EVERY BITE. 
LIFE IS ABOUT THE PEOPLE YOU MEET, AND 
THE THINGS YOU CREATE WITH THEM. 

SO GO OUT AND START CREATING. 

LIVE YOUR DREAM 

OnUK I YOUR PASSION. 


LFE 
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Getthelook 

Splashes of bright colours and 
fun accessories add personality 
to Sian’s home. 


^ iUs am^^eeiing 

^ wte i»ng/ deep, tm 

a iiMie drippme^i nM Mmm * 


THE COLOUR 

Yellow 

Dulux 

Sunny Savannah 5 


THE TEXTURE 

' Sandstone ' 


THE DETAILS 


1. Livingstone steamer trunk, Dhs14,850, Andrew Martin 2. Reidar chair, Dhs245, Ikea 3. Lisel rope cushion, Dhs35, Ikea 4. Monochrome stripe cushion, Dhs49, 
H&M Home 5. Spread A Little Happiness Custom Wall Quote Sticker, Dhs67, Spincollective.co.uk 6. Job wall lamp, Dhs199, THE One 7. Areata 3-seater sofa, 
Dhs9,610, Ethan Allen 8. Wild streak storage box, Dhs39, Homes R Us 9. Butterfly 3D wall collage, Dhs79, Home Centre 10. Yellow large size handcrafted ceramic 
apple sculpture, Dhs 1,148, Cities. 
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SAVE THE DATE 


ive 

eauti fully! 





jt: 


JOIN US FOR AN EXOTII 
EVENING TO CELEBRATE THE 
SPRING COLLECTION: / 

Raffle draws throughout the evening 
Goodiebags "j; 


WIN! 


Interactive Workshops 
Canapes and refreshments t" 
A special 25% discount ^ 
ONLY during the event 


Ten lucky guests 
will win vouchers 

worth Dhs2000 


Wednesday 18th March 2015 from 6pm-8pm 

Indigo Living Showroom, Safa Park Interchange Sheikh Zayed Road 

Telephone 04 346 6934 


If you would like to participate in this exclusive 
event: Email: emirateshome@itp.com with full 
names of attendees and telephone number. 


LIVING 





colour and personal 
touches, in Battersea, 
London. 

Photography: GAP Interiors/Clive 
Nichols; Words: GAP Interiors/Pattie 
Barron. 
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S pot Ben de Lisi's home in the terraced row of 
cottages in Battersea by the lacquer-red front 
door. Red is de Lisi's signature colour, and it 
has served him well, not just as a motif through 
his home but through his career: there was 
that sensational red dress he made for Kate 
Winslet to wear at the Oscars, that sell-out 
scarlet bulldog cushion he designed for 
Debenhams which is still taking bids on e-bay 
for six times that price. Whether designing couture gowns for movie 
stars, interiors or furniture or renovating his own home, de Lisi's 
design ethic is constant: "Understated elegance, hardworking, 
effortless." It's pragmatic, too. "There's little difference between 
designing clothes and interiors. With both, you play up the attributes 
and play down the detriments. It could be a woman who's got big 
hips, it could be a room that's got small windows. You've got to work 
with what you've got." 

What he'd got, ten years ago, when he, his partner and their three 
French bulldogs. Tea, Luca and Noah, moved into the two-up Victorian 
cottage, were small rooms, pointless round arches that divided the 
rooms further and a pokey fireplace in the living room. "The whole 
place was compartmentalised," recalls de Lisi, who was raised on a 
ranch in Long Island by southern Italian parents and, although he — ► 


Clockwise: The 
eclectic mix of 
furniture in the 
bedroom: a 
collection of 
white vases 
make a 

statement: the 
modern kitchen: 
a pampered 
pooch with 
Ben's signature 
cushion. 


44 EMIRATES HOME FEBRUARY2015 








Above: the red 
and white 
inspired 
bedroom with 
feature 
cushions and 
walnut 
headboard. 
Right: guest 
bedroom. 

Left: the master 
bathroom with 
sculpture. 


moved to London from New York in 1982 to pursue 
his dream of becoming a fashion designer, still 
retains his American accent. "We knocked down 
walls, opened up the staircase and put up a sheet of 
mirror in the narrow hallway to make the space 
appear larger. The smaller the fireplace, the smaller 
the room, so expansive furniture doesn't work. We 
had to replace the fireplace and the workman had 
to go underneath the house through the crawl 
space to run the gas lines in. When he was down 
there 1 heard him say. Wow!' and 1 said, 'If there's 
jewellery down there, it's mine,' and he came up 
with handfuls of oyster shells: no pearls, just shells. 

1 read up the history of these cottages and 
discovered that they were built for workers on the 
Thames. Oysters were cheap food, so they used to 
eat and throw, eat and throw. Maybe 1 could have 
done something with all those shells but 1 wasn't 
feeling too creative at that moment." 

His creativity, though, took the cottage from two 
beds and one bathroom to a three bedroom, three 
bathroom house - a loft extension, which has given 
them a third floor to themselves, was added three 
years ago. French windows at the back of the house 
lead straight into a glamorous courtyard, redolent 
of the couple's own two-acre Ibizan retreat where 
they stay for at least several days each month of the 
year. "We're a good match because 1 look after the 
interiors of our homes, and my partner looks after 
the gardens." 
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For his London home, de Lisi wanted flow 
through the rooms so he ran a floor of American 
walnut throughout and painted the walls white. 

"My philosophy was to keep the look pure but with 
an American Museum of Modern Art feel, layering 
on rugs, stacking ceramics in groups of threes and 
fives. 1 collect paintings, sculptures, ceramics, 
furniture from the 1950s. That's what makes my 
home special. Everything in this house 1 have a 
relationship with and there's a story to be told; 
that's important to me." 

In the living area downstairs, the long, low 
limestone fireplace is a good fit with the clean lines 
of the furniture, which includes a pair of modernist 
armchairs upholstered in white Ultrasuede that 
started life in the 1st class lounge of a Norwegian 
cruise liner; de Lisi switched the blue plastic to a 
more familiar white Ultrasuede. He designed a 
series of blocks to make a wall by the front door 
that display a favourite collection of ceramics - here 
a Rosenthal, there a piece of Jonathan Adler, 
another of Poole Pottery - yet don't block out any 
light. On the white dining room table sits an artfully 
arranged cache of red glass, including 50s Murano 
pieces: different periods and styles that are unified 
by that vibrant punch of colour. 

Sculptural shapes are another recurrent motif 
throughout the house: a mosaic artwork on a 
plinth, all sharp angles, sits in the window of the 
guest bathroom, and is in fact four stylised 1950s 
door handles de Lisi found in Venice. In the main 
bedroom, a wirework hatstand picked up at the 
Marche aux Puces in Paris makes a whimsical as 
well as useful piece of sculpture. Here, he designed 
a sleek walnut bed that is supported at one end not 
by legs but by the headboard attached to the wall; 
the ample closet space is entirely concealed by a 
wall of mirrors that open at a touch of a finger. In 
this room, too, a floor to ceiling display of 
cubbyholed white ceramics makes a striking 
exercise in light and shade as well as a cleaner's 
worst nightmare. 

"Now 1 could afford to go bigger," says de Lisi, 
whose fashion and homeware ranges for 
Debenhams are in 120 stores around the world, 
and who is increasingly in demand to design 
interiors for private clients. "People wonder why 1 
don't live in a big pile in Richmond instead of a 
modest cottage in Battersea. But 1 don't need any 
more than this. It's near the park, it's south-facing. 
I'm in the Kings Road in eight minutes. More 
importantly, it's the place where 1 feel the safest and 
most creative, most secure and most powerful. 1 
miss it when I'm gone and 1 love it when 1 come 
back." 
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Getthelook 

Timeless furniture, a signature 
eolour seheme and eute 
aeeessories make Ben’s home. 


0 CHANEL 

6 


I.ESBJORN chair in black, Dhs425, Ikea 2. Mango vase, Dhs99, Homes R Us 3. White Pineapple container, Dhs29, H&M Home 4. OYOY Mum! plaid light grey and 
white throw, Dhs421, Norsu.com.au 5. Flegn Handblown glass vases, from Dhs59, Home Centre 6. Chanel, 3 book set, from Assouline books, Dhs320, EnVogue 7. 
Pug cushion by Ben de Lisi, Dhs145, Debenhams 8. PS white table, Dhs495, Ikea 9. Java black metal flared vase, Dhs850, Artisanti.com 10. Lamolon accent chair, 

Dhs850, PAN Emirates 11. Zappa table lamp, Dhs399, THE One. 
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Rustic 

Charm 


The owners of this sprawling French farmhouse 
have lovingly restored it to its former glory with 
a contemporary take on rustic style. 

WWW. maisonmarmalade. co. uk 



By: Andrea Childs/Rosalind Erskine Styling: Angeli Cornelius Photography: David Woolley 
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W hen Tania Webb and Mark Barnes decided to buy a 

property in France, they weren't expecting it to be such 
an undertaking: "We have a passion for properties and 
fell in love with the area when we visited on holiday We 
went back for a long weekend and viewed 30 
properties in two days but none were right. Most had 
already had some work done to them, not in our style, 
or in areas that weren't quite a pretty as the area where we were staying, which is 
known as the Golden Triangle - it has three lovely towns, all different but equally nice. 
The area in the middle is gentle rolling hills covered in vineyards and sunflowers!" 
explains Tania. The couple, who live mainly in Brighton and rent the house out for 
holiday goers when they aren't using it with their children, knew what they were 
looking for in the property which they sought and they found it in this ex- farmhouse in 
Cestayrols, in the region of Tarn. "We could see that the house had huge potential and 
we really liked the fact that it was quite symmetrical with a central stair- well. The house 
is in a hamlet of five but it is at the end of a track so it feels very private and peaceful, 
and no cars can pass." 

The property is situated over six acres and is made up of three reception rooms, one 
kitchen diner, five bathrooms, six bedrooms (three which are doubles, one twin, three 
singles and one with bunk beds] and three outside eating areas alongside an outdoor 
lounge/bar. Having bought it in January 2009, Tania and Mark set about organising the 
modernisation of the rooms as most of them weren't in use and there was only one 
downstairs bathroom. "We had a builder who came in and made some door openings in 
the walls which were 2 foot deep in some places and made from stone, these were 
mainly for en-suite bathrooms. We had the downstairs kitchen, bathroom and dining 
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very neutral, we have 
used lots of painted 
furniture but all in the 
pale blues, greys and 
whites.” 




ORIGINAL FEATURES 

The original house was half the size it is now - the 
back half was built in 1 750's, the front was added in 
1850 and the barn on the side was built in 1 950. It is 
a farm house, although originally it was a vineyard, 
hence the tanks and presses that are still in the barn 
but later it was used for animal farming, there are 
cattle feed racks in the barn that were added in 
1950. 
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room knocked into one large room. There was a new roof - this was 
the only bad experience as the roofer ran off with 10,000 euros and 
never did the work - so our builder from the UK went and put a new 
roof on for us. For all the other work we used local builders. The 
whole house had new electrics and plumbing put in and we also 
installed the swimming pool" Tania says. After the renovations it was 
time to put the couple's stamp on the house with the interior 
decoration: "We love design and decor and have always had a passion 
for old pieces, our property in Brighton is more modern but still has 
old bits of furniture. With France we knew that we wanted to make 
the house very traditional and often call it "Shabby Chic". We bought 
lots of French house books to give us inspiration although we ended 
up having to buy most of the large pieces of furniture in the UK (they 


were all originally French pieces). It's a shame we couldn't find more 
bits here." With regards to the interior colour scheme the couple had 
a clear idea of what they were going to do: "Our style is always very 
neutral and we have used lots of painted furniture but all in the pale 
blues, greys and whites. 1 adore the old French linen sheets which I'm 
always buying up from the markets and have used them to cover the 
sofas and make cushions" Tania explains. 

And Tania's favourite room? "1 have three! The master bedroom, 
especially in the morning, the new master bathroom with roll-top 
bath and the kitchen, where we spend a lot of our time" she explains. 

The family tend to visit a few times a year and with such an idyllic 
location and amount of space available it is easy to see why the 
couple fell in love with this home. 
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Get the look 


Distressed wood, rustie 
aeeessories and a neutral eolour 
palette ereate the Shabby Chie 
look in this farmhouse. 


THE COLOUR 

Caramel I 


Clark + Kensington 
French Chateau N-W12''^ 


THE TEXTURE 

Washed wood 
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THE DETAILS 


1. Holz stuhl Landhaus dining chair, Dhs862, Suppanundsuppan.at 2. Wicker bell pendant light, Dhs504, Cranmorehome.com.au 3. Vase bottle handmade in 
Holland by Des Pots, Dhs62, Cities 4. Allesandra bed, Dhs9,125, Ethan Allen 5. French Literature set of books, Dhs175, Moda Operand! 6. Distressed frames, 
Dhs209, Zara Home 7. Floral table lamp, Dhs30, Homes R Us 8. French sideboard, Dhs5,595, THE One 9. Petipa coffee table, Dhs14,200 and 10. Chadwick sofa, 

Dhs13,460, both Andrew Martin. 
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If one of your resolutions for 2015 was to update your home then 
our experts are here to offer their advice and tips on the trends in 
interiors for the year ahead. From the living room to the bathroom, 
we have all spaces covered. 


VILLEROY & BOCH 


HOW TO ACHIEVE WELLNESS IN THE BATHROOM 

For those looking to let their bodies and minds relax, there's no need to go to spa hotel 
or health club for relaxing facilities. There are many ways to unwind after a stressful day 
in the comfort of one's own bathroom, whether it be large or small, there are many 
experiences to choose from. 


MY NATURE 

Bath tubs from the My Nature 
range are installed on a wooden 
pedestal, which shows off the 
sweeping, symmetrical design of 
the acrylic bath tub to full 
advantage, thus creating a powerful 
highlight in the overall design of 
the bathroom. With an interior 
depth of 47 cm, a luxury bath 
experience is guaranteed. 

WATERFALL INCLUDED 

The Square Edge 12 design bath 
range is available with a flush-fitted, 
inbuilt plug and overflow fitting 
with integrated water inflow fitting. 
This gives the bath an overall 
impression of harmony, and makes 
the bather feel freer and closer to 
nature with the flow of water. 

New Energy or pure relaxation - a 
whirlpool system in the bath tub 
not only allows you to relax, but it is 
also good for your health. By using 




a whirlpool regularly, it is possible 
to prevent muscle tensions and 
ease problems with the 
muscoskeletal system. Whirlpools 
are also good for the skin, 
improving circulation and the skin's 
appearance. 

RELAXATION WITH DESIGN 

Even without a whirlpool system, a 
bath can work wonders when it 
comes to relaxation and wellbeing. 
Whether it's free-standing or 
built-in - a warm bath feels twice as 
good to relax and soothe your 
muscles after a long day. 

COSY WARMTH 

Saunas are well known for the 
positive impact they have on one's 
circulation, immune system and 


metabolism. Villeroy & Boch's SA 
Line combines up to four different 
procedures - sauna, infrared. 
Infrasteam™ and Comfort 
Climate™ for dry and wet 
applications - and is available in 
various sizes and designs. 
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WEST ELM 


1. DO NOT 
PURCHASE 
FURNITURE IN SETS 

Customers tend to take 
the easy route and buy 
furniture in sets to avoid 
the hassle of searching 
for pieces that 
coordinate. A 
traditional living room 
might consist of a three 
and two-seater sofa and 
an armchair in the same 
colour and material. 
West Elm advises 
customers to avoid 
traditional living room 
sets and explore the 
option of mixing items 
to create a personalised 
look that better reflects 
their personal style. 

Why not buy a two or 
three seatersofa in 
leather and an armchair 
in multi-coloured fabric 
that highlights the 
room's accessories? 

2. USE WALL ART 
Don't be afraid to 
reflect your interests 
and passion through 
art. When creating wall 


art, add a personal and 
creative touch that 
reflects your interests. 
Capture photographs 
during your worldly 
travels or collect 
memorabilia such as 
postage stamps, stones 
and beach shells to 
decorate your home. 
These trinkets can be 
used to create colourful, 
creative and interesting 
decorations. 

3 . LIGHTING ISA 
PRIORITY 
Never forget to include 
lighting in your plans 
before executing a new 
style. Customers tend 
to consider lighting as 
part of the final 
decoration touches to 
their living room. 
However, prioritising a 
lighting choice eases 
the process of creating 
a story in your home. 

For instance, if you wish 
to create a mid-century 
contemporary theme, 
make sure the lighting 
you choose, whether it 


SEVEN TIPS FOR FURNISHING 
YOUR LIVING ROOM 

West Elm interior designers have helped 
thousands of customers from different 
backgrounds, views, and preferences furnish their 
homes. Over the years, their experts have learned 
the top challenges people face during the design 
process. Here are the top seven tips that West Elm 
have compiled to guide you in making the right 
choices when purchasing furniture and decorating 
your home. 


be chandeliers, hanging 
lamps, sconces or table 
lamps, is correctly 
coordinated. 

4. STAY AWAY 
FROM SYMMETRY 
Pushing sofas against 
the wall in an attempt 
to create a symmetrical 
look will reflect a boring 
and dull feeling in the 
room. Instead, create 
floating furniture 
settings for a more 
personal feel that eases 
conversation. If you 
don't like to see the 
back of the sofa while 
it's floating, try adding a 
console behind it with 
some decorative items 

- it will act as a partition 
in a large space and 
also provide a sense of 
permanence. 

5. PAY ATTENTION 
TO 

MEASUREMENTS 

Before you begin 
furniture shopping, you 
need to take proper 
home measurements. 
Pay close attention to 


doors, corners, and 
windows. Customers 
tend to choose items 
without thinking the 
size through spatially. 
The purchased item 
needs to fit your space 
not only in size, but in 
colour as well, in order 
to ensure the right 
balance and proportion. 

6. MIX MATERIALS 
People are often afraid 
to mix and match 
colours when choosing 
furniture, accessories 
and fabrics. Mixing and 
matching creates visual 
appeal, holds your 
attention and keeps 
your eyes moving 
throughout the space. 

7. DON’T BE AFRAID 
Many customers are 
afraid to be creative. 
Explore new 
possibilities and mix 
and match colours to 
reflect your personality 
and style. Your 
individual character is 
unique and your home 
should be as well! 
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DECOFAIR 


TOP TRENDS TRANSFORMING 
INTERIOR DESIGN 

The organisers of Decofair, Saudi Arabia's only 
premium international design event, discuss the 
trends influencing the region. 

CONVERSION OF SPACES 

For some, increased real estate value has forced the 
need to maximise available space. For others, it's about 
wishing to decorate blank spaces. Whatever the 
reason, a trend has emerged that is seeing designers 
repeatedly manipulate light and design to convert 
previously unused spaces into spaces of complete 
functionality. The most common practices have 
included turning an alcove or recess into a small study, 
and the space under one's staircase into a library or 


gallery. Flallways are increasingly being used as 
transitional areas in a home or office, with lighting and 
design playing a big part in changing the energy of a 
house or office. 

THE BATHROOM AS A PERSONAL, 
REGENERATIVE SPACE 

The bathroom has recently emerged as an increasingly 
important living space for personal regeneration and 
privacy. People are beginning to place greater 
emphasis on its design, with a shift towards creating a 
sensory bathroom experience where body, mind and 
soul can relax and recharge with the aid of nature- 
inspired fittings, lights and features. For those without 
budgetary constraints, bathroom design can go as far 
as to recreate the ultimate spa experience at home 
with water features, luxurious furniture and materials, 
dimmed lighting and fragrances. 

THE BEDROOM AS A PLACE FOR CALM AND 
RELAXATION 

Long regarded as a sanctuary for calm and relaxation, 
bedroom design has been influenced in recent years 
by an increased understanding of the importance of 
sleep on one's personal health. Whilst colour schemes 
are a matter of personal preference, neutral and soft 
charcoal colours are featuring heavily due to their 
calming effect. There has also been a movement 
towards integrating natural elements and rustic 
materials into bedroom surroundings such as wooden 
floorboards and features as well as brick and aged 
stone walls that help to create a cozy, warm ambiance. 


KATHARINE POOLEY 


SOPHISTICATED 

STYLE 

Katharine Pooley, the 
brainchild of the award- 
winning British interior 
design company and shop, 
showcases her top interior 
design trend for 2015 - 
'modern luxe'. Based on the 
vision of creating spaces for 
comfortable contemporary 
living, the upcoming season 
will reveal unique interiors 
filled with beautiful and 
original details, without 
sacrificing comfort, 
coherence or style in the 
home. 

The Colour trends for 
2015 are universally fresh 
and inspired by a Miami, 
coastal colour palate. The 
respected Annual Pantone 
Colour report - issued 
globally every year - is 
referenced by fashion 
designers, interior designers 
and textile companies alike. 

Colours trending for 



spring such as 'strawberry ice, 
tangerine and aquamarine', can 
equally be expected to be seen 
on the catwalks of our favorite 
designers and in the most 
cutting edge and trend setting 
homes. 

Katharine discusses her top four 
tips for decorating your home in 
these new season colours: "My 
studio of designers are already 
using such colours in properties as 
disparate as a villa on the French 
Riviera, a beach house on the Pearl 
in Doha and a large family home in 
Kuwait. 



There are certain rules I 
set my team when 
working with trending 
colours to help to ensure 
a sophisticated look:" 

1. MIX COLOURS WITH A 
NEUTRAL PALATE 

to ensure a balanced 
interior. 

2. ALWAYS COMBINE AT 
LEAST TWO DIFFERENT 
COLOURS for a layered 
and rich look rather than 
relying on tonally similar 
variation of the same 
colour. 


3. IF INDECISIVE 
STRONG COLOURS 
AND PATTERNS are best 



introduced to smaller 
items - such as armchairs 
and cushions - for an 
easy change next year. 

4. BE BOLD WITH 
COLOUR and don't be 
afraid to introduce 
different colours in 
different rooms/ spaces 
- it can transform and 
personalise each room 
which is wonderful in a 
family home. 
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HOMES&INTERIORS 


CRENEAU INTERNATIONAL 


WINDOW DRESSING 

MAARTEN GROVEN, SENIOR CONCEPT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER FOR CRENEAU 
INTERNATIONAL 





WHAT ARE SOME KEY POINTS 
YOU KEEP IN MIND WHEN 
DESIGNING WINDOWS OF 
SHOPS OR RESTAURANTS OR 
RETAIL SPACES? 

The most important element of 
designing a shop window whether you 
design it for restaurants, retail or other 
public places is that you captivate the 
importance of the 'product' you want 
to show. In retail mostly you want to 
attract the people by creating 
theatrical atmospheres that enhances 
the brand identity with in the center of the 
space your key products. 

HOW ARE THESE DIFFERENT FROM 
DESIGNING WINDOWS FOR HOME? 

The biggest different lies in how you create 
window. In the essence it's the same; creating a 
window that shows personality and a personal 
inside what you're all about. When designing a 
window for your home you have to see it as an 
extension of your interior, as it all has to sync with 
each other. 


HOW MUCH DOES COLOURS AND SIZE OF 
THE WINDOWPANE MATTER? 

Mostly it's the best to choose a neutral colour for 
your window itself because it functions as a 'picture 
frame' for what's happening inside. You can't always 
choose the size of the windowpane so be creative 
with the window that you have. 

WHAT TIP(S) WOULD YOU GIVE PEOPLE 
FOR ENHANCING THEIR WINDOWS AT 
HOME WITHOUT RENOVATION OR 
RECONSTRUCTION? 

When you are creating your window at home at 
least put a plant on there. It will always be grateful to 
you for that. 






ETHAN ALLEN 


HOW TO STYLE YOUR HOME 
WITH PERSONALITY & 

STYLE 

GEORGE FOSTER-VINGENT, HEAD DESIGNER 
OF ETHAN ALLEN UAE 

The top secret is to love what you purchase! 
Then you will love it even more at home. 

LESS IS MORE 

Rather than jamming shelves full of knickknacks, I 
opted for a minimalist look: Several books stand 
upright along with tall vases that fill the space 
without overcrowding it. The introduction of 
objects of various height and colour to give the 
bookcase personality. My favourite part of 
decorating a home is turning wasted, unused 
space into a functional reading nook that can be 
enjoyed by many by simply adding a chair. 
CREATE AN ILLUSION 
The bigger the area rug, the bigger the room will 
feel, I love to make spaces feel larger. Neutral 
palettes, mirrors behind the sofa, and giant rugs 
work together to make the small room appear 
bigger (and better!). 

THREE IS THE MAGIC NUMBER 

The trio of panelled art, which has been rising in 

popularity in commercial interior design, is now a 

residential design trend, this look can create a 

simple way to make your home look expensive. 

GO BOLD OR GO HOME 

"Every room needs a focal point," If you don't 

already have one, center the room using 

eye-catching wall art. Something that is full of 

personality and that you can identify yourself. The 

most important is that you love it! 

FLAIR FOR DRAMA 

Paint one wall a dark colour or cover it with grass 
cloth. The textured accent wall behind the bed 
adds warmth to the room and gives it a polished 
look. Redoing only one wall is perfect for a flair of 
drama. 

NATURAL WONDER 

As you know we are lucky enough to have a home 
that bathes in sunlight and has beautifully natural 
bones, so let those elements be the star, I'd stick 
with neutral colours to let the home's best asset 
— natural light — shine. To prevent the room from 
becoming boring, my secret to you is to throw in 
one zing by way of a chevron pillow or a distressed 
chest. The trendy unfinished furniture and zigzag 
textile adds just the right graphic touch. 
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E xpect the unexpected is Dubai's hottest new 
dining venue, China Grill's, tagline. Opened 
in November 2014 as part of the Westin 
Hotel's culinary offerings, this New York 
born restaurant is a cool fusion of upstairs 
lounge and bar and lower level dining area that serves up 
Asian-inspired world cuisine. 

The interior decor is a funky mix of dark blue with 
flashes of red in the seating and accessories, which is 

picked out by the feature lighting - downstairs 
this is a set of hanging lanterns in groups. The 
expansive back wall has added interest with a 
collection of traditional vases, which call to 
mind the influence of the restaurant's Asian 
theme. 

The menu is based around a sharing 
concept and is split into sections - Dim Sum, 
Sushi and Sashimi, Salads and Small Plates, 
Large and Grand Plates and Accompaniments. 
There is a good selection of fish and seafood in 
each, as well and meat options for the more 
carnivorous guest. We chose King Scallop and 
Lobster Slew Mai, which was served with a 
Lobster broth. Shrimp Crispy Purses with 
shiitake, leeks and sweet chili sauce (from the 
dim sum menu]. For small plates we went for 
the Fire Roasted Eggplant and Burrata, Barbecued Pulled 
Lamb served in a steamed bun and the refreshing Chicken 
and Lychee Skewer with frisee salad before tucking in to the 
melt-in-the-mouth Smoked Black Ta Chilean Seabass served 
with a Thai Basil and pomelo salad. 

The stylish surroundings mixed with the thoughtful 
flavour combinations stay true to China Grill's tagline. Hill 


WHERE: 

le Westin, Al 
jfouh Road, 
Jumeirah Beach. 

WE LOVE: 

The statement 
decor, especially the 
lantern light feature, 
and clubby feel. 

STAY FOR: 

Post-dinner drinks in 
the comfortable and 
stylish lounge, and 
the funky beats from 
the resident DJ. 
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One of the most effective ways 
to instantly lift your home is 
to add some colour, whether 
it is a redecoration or smaller 
changes in accessories. We’ve 
asked two experts for their top 
colour tips, as well as offering 
our edit of the best bright buys. 

LYNDALL FERNIE 

I am renting and don't want 
to decorate. How can I add 
colour in my home? 

Paintings and artwork are the 
perfect way to add colour to a space. Invest in 
art that you love and hopefully it will increase in 
value. A bonus is that you will be able to take 
them with you when you move! 

HAZEM ELJESR 
What, in your opinion, is the 
best colour combination for a 
sophisticated look? 

Neutral colours always provide 
a simple, sophisticated base to build upon. 
Adding a touch of a vibrant, jewel toned colour, 
like an emerald green or a ruby red, on top of 
that would result in a gorgeous, yet refined 
appearance. 
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REBECCA WILLIAMSON, SENIOR ■ 
COLOUR & CONTENT MANAGER || 
FROM DULUX TALKS THROUGH THE 
TOP TREND COLOUR OF 2015 ■ 
COPPER BLUSH’MI^^H^^J 


^Witnessed across the globe, metallic 
colour tones are playing an increasingly 
important role within modern design. 
Copper Blush, the key colour for 2015, 
reflects this movement as a heart- 
warming shade with depth which 
creates an easy to live with atmosphere 
with a touch of elegance. 

"Replacing the cool blues and greens 
of recent years, the colour of the year for 
2015 brings a warmer spectrum of 
pinks, reds and oranges, reflecting a 


more positive global outlook. This 
versatile orange has an added twist of 
1 ^ cool pink to give it that delicious 
coppery look which goes with an array 
of other enticing shades from crisp 
whites, harmonious orange and reds to 
slight pops of yellow." 

"To really enhance the natural beauty of 
this unique shade, keep things ultra- 
simple with lots of pure white, clay 
toned neutrals and fleshy pinks both on 
your walls and through your furnishings 
then add surprising shots of coral or 
fizzy yellow in smaller elements like dip 
painted stools or table legs. Complete 
with natural wood, copper and gold 
accessories." 
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Right: Chalk Mix 
roomset from 
Just Kidding. 
Below: a 
selection of rugs 
from Pottery 
Barn Kids. 


THE KIDS’ ROOM IS WHERE 
ANYTHING GOES COLOUR-WISE. 
GO BRIGHT AND BOLD WITH 
BLUES, YELLOWS AND PINKS 
AND ADD TEXTURE IN THE SOFT 
FURNISHINGS, FINISHES AND 
ACCESSORIES. 
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LYNDALLFERNIE 

How can I inject some 
^ colour into my kids' 
rooms? 

Kids' rooms need to be 
individual and tend not to match the rest 
of the house. I often have to work with 
design briefs from children using bright 
colours such as pink or red, and the view 
from the corridor into the bedroom can 
be jarring. To get around this 1 would use 
the colour on the wall with the door on it. 
This means that when you walk past the 
room the colours will match that of the 
rest of the house, but once inside you can 
add as much colour as the child's brief 
requires on that one wall. 



HAZEM ELJESR 

The easiest way to 
inject colour an5^here 
is with paint. Painting 
even one wall in a room 
can dramatically alter the appearance of a 
space. If that isn't an option, colour can 
be reflected in curtains, bedding, floor 
coverings, pictures on the wall, and in 
other accessories within the room. Your 
child's toys can also be used. Children's 
toys are typically brightly coloured and 
visually interesting, so don't hesitate to 
use them as a source of colour as well. 1 
recommend adding pillows and poufs 
from Woouf as they have a wide selection 
of colourful and child-friendly pieces, and 
they are also available at Cities. 


EXPERT PAN 

EL 


LYNDALLFERNIE, | 

CHELSEA COLLEGE OF a 

ARTS IN DUBAI ^ 



\ HAZEM ELJESR, CITIES 
BOUTIQUE OWNER 
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Add a splash of 
bright yellow for a 
quick update. 
Jonathan Alder 
Syrie rug, Dhs2,080 
per m2, The Rug 
Company. 




BRIGHT BEDROOM 


UPDATE YOUR 
BOUDOIR WITH 
HOT SHADES 
AND BOLD 
PATTERNED 
ACCESSORIES. 





cy 


LYNDALLFERNIE 
I want to add colour to my 
floor. What do you suggest? 

Rugs are the perfect way to 
add colour to a floor. Large 
patterns are very fashionable at the moment 
and rugs are a quick and flexible way to bring 
colour and pattern to a space. Being mobile and 
not fixed, rugs can be removed or replaced if 
you ever tire of the design or want to change up 
the look. 

HAZEM ELJESR 

What are the key colour 
trends for 2015? 

Well, Pantone chose Marsala as 
the colour of the year for 2015, 
but we really feel that brighter colours such as 
orange, red, and blue are going to play a big role 
in home decor this year and our prediction can 
be seen in our store display. We love the bright 
orange BOB 6 bar by Garbarino, and the orange 
Eve vase by Vanessa Mitrani. Red is reflected in 
the Shadow vases from Nada Debs and several 
pieces from Alain Salomon. The colour we've 
been using the most lately is probably blue. We 
have several bright blue pieces from PolArt, and 
beautiful blue patterned candleholders from 
Fancy, and new additions in blue from French 
artist Richard Orlinski. 






ky V o" 

FINISHIITG TOUCHES 


Kellsey filled 
cushion, 
Dhs49, Home 
Centre. 


Colourful pendant 
lights, from a 
selection, Ikea. 


Printed cushion, 
Dhs155, Zara 
Home. 
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A Stack of coloured 
and patterend 
towels will instantly 
brighten up a small 
or dark bathroom. 
Bokvik bath towel, 
Dhs35, Ikea. * 


/ nans LYNDALL FERN IE 

What are your top tips for 
adding colour to a bathroom? 

Bathrooms tend to be clean, 
functional spaces and it is a good 
idea to add an element to make it feel more 
welcoming. If you want something relaxing and 
'zen' then try adding natural objects in neutral 
tones. Stones, shells, timber, sponges and natural 
cotton fluffy towels would be a perfect 
combination. 

If you want something glamorous, de-canting 
your soaps and creams into some gorgeous cut 
glass containers and adding perfume bottles and 
elegantly patterned towels will add some colour 
and depth to the room. Changing the colour of the 
towels is the quickest and most effective way of 
changing how a bathroom will feel. 


5 ^? 


HAZEM ELJESR 

Accessories are an easy and 
economical way to add colour 
to a bathroom. Towels, rugs, and 
shower curtains can be easily 
changed out to add or update colour. Small pieces 
can be added as pops of color as well. 1 like the 
bright, colourful apple sculptures from Bull & Stein 
which are available in a variety of shades and 
textures. 1 also suggest that you add colour through 
comfort items - a selection of colourful candles and 
candleholders can be used during a relaxing bath, 
like our gold patterned candleholders from 
Lifestyle. 


Dulux 'Big Nature, 
Small Me' range of 
colours for 2015. 


Cr' 


BATHR 


ft 

OM STORAGE 


Turquoise laundry 
basket, Dhs104, 
Trendstyle-online. 
de 


Joyce storage tray, 

from the 

collection, Villeroy 
and Boch. 


BE CONFIDENT 
AND GO FOR 
SUNNY YELLOW 
WALLS AND 
BRIGHT, MULTI- 
COLOURED 
ACCESSORIES 
SUCH AS 
TOWELS AND 
MATS. 
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RAS AL KHAIMAH, UAE 

WALDORF 

ASTORIA 

Escape for some seaside luxury. 


ising out along 
the coast of the 
Arabian Sea in 
the beautiful 
seaside resort 
of Ras A1 Khaimah, the grand 
Waldorf Astoria stands proudly. 
This 346-room hotel, which 
opened in 2013, offers guest 
total luxury and relaxation - all 
under one roof. Staying true to 
the Waldorf Service, first coined 
in the original and now 
legendary hotel in New York, 
each guest is assigned a 
personal concierge on booking. 


who acts as their primary 
contact for the entirety of the 
stay and beyond. But on arrival, 
it is not this attention to detail 
that guests may notice first. As 
with all Waldorf Astoria Hotels 
there is an impressive lobby 
clock, which here is based on 
the ancient astroglobe that is 
used to determine the exact 
prayer times and is modelled 
on a compass. Adoring the top 
of the clock is a large pearl, to 
represent the Emirate's fishing 
past. Finished in Champagne 
Gold, this is one of many 


wonders to be found within the 
hotel. Another of which is the 
famed Peacock Alley, the 
stunning signature lounge 
space situated next to 
reception, which is brought to 
life by the fountain in the 
middle, surrounded by seating 
decorated in neutrals and 
bright turquoise - fit for a 
peacock - and lit by the feature 
glass lighting. 

The hotel is inspired by the 
Palaces of the Arabian 
Peninsula and the interior 
reflects this but with a light 


and delicate colour palette, 
which reflects the location 
- turquoise for the sea, beige 
neutrals for the sand and reds 
for the mountains. Although a 
very large building, inside the 
hotel feels roomy but not 
overwhelming and is full of 
interesting and intimate 
spaces. The guest rooms and 
suites, including our spacious 
king-room, have a serene and 
calming quality, decorated in 
light neutral shades with blue 
accents. They feature spacious 
and comfortable beds, a 
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luxurious marble-clad 
bathroom and views over the 
resort and sea (or golf course] 
from the balcony. There are 
luxurious little additions, 
which can be requested from 
the hotel, such as the Sleep 
Master (pillow menu]. 
Fragrance Master and Bath 
Master. We enjoyed the latter 
two - the Fragrance Master 
offers guests a selection of 
Neom Organic room sprays to 
choose from, one of which is 
sprayed during turndown, on 
the bed-sheets and bathrobe 
creating a welcoming and 
relaxing atmosphere. The Bath 
Master was a welcome addition 
to the end of the day; guests 
choose from the menu of bath 
infusions and fragrances (we 
opted for the flower bath which 
included candles, red rose 
petals and chocolates], which 
are combined in the bath that 
is run for you at a selected time 
(until 10pm]. 

If you can tear yourself away 
from the delights of the room 
then we recommend dinner in 
both UMl, the Japanese 
restaurant where fresh 
Japanese fayre is prepared in 


front of guests in the 
Teppanyaki grill and sushi 
corner, and Lexington Grill, the 
infamous steak house where 
Chef Lij provides guests with a 
mouth-watering array of 
air-dried beef cuts cooked to 
perfection with delectable 
sides. During our stay we also 
enjoyed a bubbly picnic lunch 
in a private cabana with fresh 
salads, wraps and mini dessert 
(plus bubbly], from Dhs400 per 
couple. 

Guests can continue relaxing 
in the Spa which offers an array 
of treatments using Rodial, an 
anti-ageing concept and Voya, 
an all-natural, organic range of 
products. The spa has been 
designed to reflect the sea - in 
both the colours and feel of the 
entire space. Couples can take 
advantage of the VIP treatment 
room with its treatment beds, 
Jacuzzi, steamroom and 
changing area - all privately 
enclosed. For a pick-me-up the 
Luminous by Voya facial will 
brighten and tone the eye area 
as well as being soothing. 

For more information and booking 
call: 072035555 or waldorfastoriaS. 
hilton.com. 




GET THE LOOK IN BRIEF 


'Tl^CU 




Hamptons 

bedding, 

Dhs610, 

cranmorehome. 


Celine Terroir Creme 
Table Lamp , 

Dhs2,080, Luxdeco.com 


Dhs17,428, Andrew 
Martin 




Abstract console table, 
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S et back from the bustling city centre of Glasgow, and 

overlooking a quiet, lush green square (the namesake of 
the hotel] the Blythswood Square hotel looks like 
something from a Jane Austen novel. The beautiful 
Georgian building is both spacious and glamorous and 
still has some of the features of when it was the headquarters of the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club. The hotel interior is a rich mix of 
marble, statement lighting, and splashes of colour in the Harris 
Tweed accessories. The grand lobby has an impressive crystal 
chandelier and spiral staircase that leads to the Salon bar area, 
which is very popular for afternoon tea. 

The rooms are decorated in the style of the hotel in a muted 
palette with an oversized Harris Tweed pendant light and 


From left: 

A Deluxe 
double room; 
Townhouse 
suite; the 
screening 
room with 
Harris Tweed 
chairs; the 
Salon bar; 
Reception 
area; front 
entrance. 




GLASGOW, UK. 

BLYTHSWOOD 
SOUARE HOTEL 

Indulge in a chic city break. 
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contrasting Harris Tweed cushions and chair, 
with added touches such as a Johnstone's of Elgin 
cashmere throw and ila toiletries found in the 
luxurious marble bathroom. Our twin bed room 
on the first floor overlooked the square and was 
bright and airy - ideal for relaxing in after a day's 
shopping in the city. 

Dinner is served in the ground floor 
restaurant, which was the former RSAC ballroom. 
We enjoyed three courses from the Market Menu, 
which is served from 5pm. Starters of Salmon 
Gravadlax and Carrot and Ginger Veloute herbs, 
with creme fraiche were tasty and light. Our 
mains of roast butternut squash risotto with 
garden peas and amaretto foam and pan seared 
Hake with herb crushed potatoes, lemon and 
pepper dressing with roast cherry tomatoes were 
delicious and left enough room for a shared 
spiced chocolate tart served with vanilla 
mascarpone and compressed pear. 

If pampering is your goal then head to the 
luxuriously decadent spa. 

Guests in the hotel can use the 
thermal facilities between 
7-9am and 6-9pm daily, and 
these are comprised of a sauna. 


www.townhousecompany.com/ 

blythswoodsquare 


steam room, Jacuzzi and pool. Treatments use the 
hotel's signature seaweed range, isha, which was 
developed on the Isle of Lewis and contains all 
natural anti-oxidant, healing and anti-ageing 
properties. We were treated to an ishga hot stone 
massage, which is a full body massage 
incorporating heated Basalt stones that instantly 
relax the muscles and allow for the treatment to 
work at a deeper level. A seaweed base oil with 
lemongrass, lavender and juniper detoxifies and 
regenerates the skin. The friendly and helpful 
therapist was extremely knowledgeable about the 
products, not to mention an excellent masseuse. 

If you're not too relaxed after the spa then we 
recommend a drink in the Salon. The expert staff 
can mix up any drink and the atmosphere is lively 
and relaxed. Here the Harris Tweed club chairs 
found dotted throughout the hotel feature, as do 
the signature pendant lights. But if you are 
looking for something a bit different, ask about 
screenings in the hotel's cinema - a 40 seat 
private room with Harris 
Tweed covered chairs, which 
can be hired exclusively or 
enjoyed during a Square Eyes 
Screening. Hill 


Upholstery 
Cushion, Dhs360, 
Etsy.com 
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Above top: 

a selection of the 
colourful farbics 
and wallcoverings 
from the Amazilia 
range. 


launch, youthful and 
fashion-forward British 
brand Scion, a sister 
brand of Harlequin, has 
produced a joyful, 
exuberant and playfully- 
interpreted collection, 
Levande. It takes its 
name from a Swedish 
word 'Levande', which 
means 'living'. The 
Scandi-inspired designs 
have been conceived 
using lino-cuts, which 
has given them a 
hand-crafted, homespun 
look. The collection 
includes light-hearted 
interpretations of 
foraged hedgerows, 
naively- drawn trees and 
leaves, flora and fauna 
and a charmingly 
old-fashioned push-bike. 


TELL US MORE ABOUT 
YOUR BUSINESS? 
WHEN DID YOU 
ESTABLISH IT AND 
HOW HAS IT GROWN 
SINCE? 

Harlequin is firmly 
established as a leading 
player in the interiors 
market worldwide. Keen 
to keep at the forefront 
of design, the Harlequin 
studio experiment with 
visionary ideas, 
innovative techniques, 
fashion-forward colour 
palettes and original 
finishes. As a 
result. Harlequin 
continues to produce 
mouth-watering 
collections adding to its 
comprehensive portfolio 
of breathtaking fabrics 
and wallcoverings. 

TELL US ABOUT YOUR 
LATEST PIECE/ 
COLLECTION? 

The Harlequin Studio's 
latest collection Amazilia 
is a stunning range of 
fabrics and wallcoverings 
based on extravagant 
tropical motifs in 
magnificent colourways. 
Channelling the current 
trend for bringing the 
outdoors in, offset 
against large 
'greenhouse-like' 
windows, dark walls and 
hot spots of colour, the 
atmospheric collection 
creates a feeling of both 
sanctuary and escapism. 

HOW WERE YOU 
INSPIRED TO PURSUE 
YOUR DESIGN WORK? 


Working in the 
Harlequin Studio gives 
us the freedom to 
experiment and explore 
new ideas, everyone in 
the studio works as a 
team and we all feed 
ideas off each other. We 
visit design shows, spend 
days researching in 
London, and travel to 
inspirational places. 
When we have an idea in 
mind we create mood 
boards to bring together 
the concept, which leads 
us on to the design 
process. 

HOW DO YOU GO 
ABOUT CREATING 
YOUR PRODUCTS? 

All the designs for 
Amazilia were created by 
hand using a variety of 
different mediums, 1 
used gouache to paint 
the hummingbirds for 
the Amazilia design, ink 
was used to paint a 
number of the designs 
such as Paradise and also 
fine liner pen was used 
to draw the elephant in 
Savanna. These designs 
are then separated and 
coloured using the 
colour boards developed. 

WHAT IS YOUR 
FAVOURITE PIECE 
AND WHY? 

My favourite design from 
the collection is 
'Amazilia'. 1 thoroughly 
enjoyed studying the 
hummingbirds and 
painting these up in an 
intricate way, 1 found the 
colours of the birds to be 


beautiful and they sit 
perfectly with the rest of 
the collection. 

WHAT PLACE MOST 
INSPIRES YOU? 

1 find London one of the 
most inspirational places 
to get my design juices 
flowing. 1 love the 
thriving culture 
throughout the city, 
visiting fashion stores to 
collate colour 
inspiration, Portobello 
Road, Colombia flower 
market, the fabric filled 
caverns along Berwick 
Street and the wonderful 
Kew Gardens. 

WHAT’S NEXT FOR 
YOUR COMPANY? 

For its spring 2015 


Harlequin 

Louise Collisfrom Harlequin Design Studio tells us 
about their bright and hold 2015 collection, Amazilia. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT... www.stylelihrary.com/stylelihraryme; www.harlequin.uk.com 
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decisions is really all it 
takes to go green. 

For example, some 
people retrofit their homes 
with solar panels, rain 
cisterns, and similar 
conservation technology, 
while others could utilise 
tiles and countertops using 
post- consumer waste 
(recycled glass, aluminum 
and resin) which are also 
sustainable and good 
choices for the 
environment. Led lighting, 
which was really very 
expensive in the past, is 
very affordable now and 
can be used as under- 
cabinet lighting, for 
example, and comes in 
various colour 
temperatures. 

WHAT ARE YOUR TOP 
ACCESSORIES FOR 
THE HOME? 

Accessories are an 
important element in any 
home because they are a 
unique expression of the 
things we love and who we 
are. Furniture and design 


can only take you so far. A 
beautiful house, no matter 
how well it's designed, is 
simply that: a house. To 
make this house into a 
home, we turn to home 
accessories. From art 
collections to teapots and 
everything in between, 
home accessories are what 
give your home personality 
and character. A few of the 
top accessories are: 
DECORATIVE CANDLE 
HOLDERS: Candlesticks 
and candle holders are a 
great way to add elegance 
to any space, from the 
middle of your dining 
room table to mantels, 
shelves, and dressers. 
They're a great way to 
create a mood of 
relaxation or calm. 
LIGHTING: Small accent 
lamps can create coziness 
in a space. The most 
expensive materials and 
interiors are never shown 
to their fullest without a 
good lighting scheme 
behind them. If a space is 
well lit, it will be 
comfortable and inviting. 
DECORATIVE SCREENS: 
can add depth and style to 
any room. They also serve 
several practical functions, 
like breaking up a long 
room, hiding a closet door, 
or creating a more intimate 
area in a large space. Hill 


WHAT ARE THE MAIN 
INTERIORTRENDS 
FOR 2015? 

Modern styled interiors will 
reinvent classy luxury, 
serenity and versatility in 
furniture design and 
interior decorating for 
2015. Contemporary and 
fresh design ideas will be 
combined with traditional 
themes and when they're 
mixed with metal details, 
they will look stylish, 
original and unique. Erom 
fresh shades of olive 
greens, light greys, pinks 
and blues to bright 
patterns, these chic 
combinations may be the 
next big thing. 

HOW DO YOU GO 
ABOUT SOURCING 
YOUR INTERIOR 
PRODUCTS? 

There are many avenues 
for you to find the perfect 
interior products for your 
home. If you have a 
relatively clear picture in 
your in your mind of the 
type of products and 


designs you would like, 
there are multiple 
well-equipped home decor 
stores, flea markets, online 
delivery websites and more 
that have items that would 
cater to your every need. 

WHAT ARE YOUR TOP 
TIPS FOR 

TRANSFORMING A 
NEW HOME? 

Some of the easiest and 
most cost effective ways to 
transform a new home is 
by giving new life to 
existing products that one 
may already have, 
especially if the quality of 
the existing furniture or 
accessories is better than a 
lot of the new items in 
stores. 

A new coat of paint can 
also transform any room in 
your home. It's an easy way 
to give any space a quick 
and instant makeover. Paint 
small rooms in light 
colours. This enhances the 
space and helps it appear 
bigger than it is. Eor a 
more modern touch bring 


a little patterned 
personality to a room 
with wallpaper - you can 
opt to do just one wall in 
the room to give it an 
edgier look. 

HOW CAN I 
INCORPORATE 
ECO-PRODUCTS TO 
MY HOME INTERIOR? 

Today, people are more 
aware of the environmental 
impact a throw-away 
society can have. Items 
that are made from 
sustainable materials using 
respectful, environmentally 
conscious production and 
distribution methods 
should be celebrated as 
the norm, not the 
exception. With so much 
emphasis on "green living" 
and environmentally 
friendly products in our 
lives these days, eco- 
friendly style, designs, and 
environmentally-friendly 
decor is a must for your 
home. Eco-friendly designs 
are not as hard as you 
might think. A few simple 


THIS MONTH: INTERIOR TIPS 


MR. ADEL SA JAN, DIRECTOR DANUBE HOME 
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ADVICE&INFO 


ADDRESS BOOK 

THE ESSENTIAL DIRECTORY FOR MAKING YOUR HOUSE A HOME 


123 

2XL 

A vast range of classic and 
modern designed furniture. 
www.2xlme.com 
06 572 2888 

A 

ACE 

For all your home needs, 
including outdoor lifestyle, 
gardening, DIY, homeware and 
painting and decorating. 

Dubai: 800 275 223, 

04 341 1906 

Abu Dhabi: 02 565 1945, 
026731665 
Sharjah: 06 537 1556 
Al Ain: 03 784 0561 

@HOME 

The South African company 
brings you the best in modern 
home furnishings. 
www.home.co.za. 

The Dubai Mall: 044340877 
Mall of the Emirates: 

04 3950127 

A AT I 

Importer and retailer of 
contemporary designer furniture 
and accessories. 

Dubai: 04 337 7825 
Abu Dhabi: 02 681 4727 
AL SHAYA 

A fantastic range of taps, sinks, 
baths, showers and tiles. 
www.alshayatrading.com, 

04607 4116 

ANDREW MARTIN 

Elegant home furnishing and 
decor suppliers. 
www.andrewmartin.co.uk 
DIFC:04 3231388 
ANTIKA DUBAI 
Home furniture made from 
recycled materials from old 
homes in India. 

0504851583 
ARMANI CASA 
A collection ranging from 
furniture to accessories and from 
fabrics to ornaments and 
lighting. 

www.armanicasa.com, 

04 2971777 

B 

BABYSHOP 

Clothing, toys, feeding 
equipment, nursery furniture 
and accessories. 

WWW. babyshopstores.com 
B&B ITALIA 
High-end Italian furniture 
company on Zabeel Road. 
www.bebitalia.it, 04 340 5797 
B5 

Elegant and chic designs from 
designers such as Lambert, 
Casador, Eggersmann and 
F-fM Fos. 
www.b5living.com. 


04447 3973 

BAITUTI 

Modular sofas and sectionals 
perfect for any occasion. 
www.baituti.com, 

04 3344478 

BAGNO DESIGN 

A selection of decadent 
bathrooms and tiles. 
www.baqnodesiqn.orq, 

04 330 7775 

BEBE 

Contemporary womenswear 
and accessories. 

The Dubai Mall: 044340614 

BETTER LIFE 

An extensive range of home 
appliances from leading brands 
including Fisher & Paykel, 
Siemens and Electrolux. 
www.betterlifeuae.com, 

04 341 0716 

BITS AND PIECES 

Beautifully crafted kitchenware, 

tabletop items, exotic candles 

and lavish textiles. 

www.bitsandpieces.ae, 

024444120 

BLISS FLOWERS 

AND DESIGN 

Flowers and floral decorations. 

www.blissdubai.com, 

04 351 4412 

BLOOMINGDALE’S 

HOME 

A selection of contemporary 
furniture and home accessories 
from leading designers such as 
Diane Von Furstenberg, Ralph 
Lauren and Donna Karan. 
www.bloomingdales.com, 

04 350 5333 
BOCONCEPT 
Urban Danish Design since 
1952. 

www.boconcept.ae, 

04 3884522 

BURGUNDY DESIGNS 

Timeless classic pieces. 
www.burgundy-designs.com, 

04 338 8591,043388592 

c 

CACHET EXCLUSIVE 
LIVING 

Unique furniture and 
imaginative lighting for your 
interiors. 

Sheikh Zayed Road, 

2nd interchange 
Mardoof Building, 

04 380 8018,04 3808198 
CASA MIA 
Innovative furniture design 
concepts for a modern home. 
www.casamia.ie, 04 355 4450 
CARPE DIEM 
Stylish furniture and accessories. 
www.carpediem.ae, 

04 344 4734 
CARPETLAND 
A lavish selection of carpets, 
rugs, vinyl and wooden flooring. 
04 337 7677 


COMPTOIR 102 

Concept store for interior 
accessories and decor. 

WWW. CO m pto i r 1 02. CO m , 

04 3854555 

COUTURE 

Custom blinds, shades and 
shutters at affordable prices. 
www.couture.ae, 04 323 5855 
CRATE & BARREL 
An array of modern classics to 
suit all decorative tastes. 
www.crateandbarrel.com 
Mall of the Emirates: 

04 3990125 
Mirdif City Centre: 

04 2843151 
CURTAINLAND 
A spectrum of colourful and 
vibrant fabrics. 

04 3350626 

D 

D. TALES 

Elegant and functional 
Scandinavian design. 

Main showroom in Jumeirah: 

04 3386395 

DANUBE BUILDMART 

Complete solutions for homes 
with products including 
chandeliers, wallpapers, curtains, 
blinds, decorative paints, 
ceramic tiles, kid's play, garden 
and outdoor furniture and 
gazebos including interior 
design consultancy services and 
electronic products. 
www.danubedirect.com, 

800 3131 

DUBAI GARDEN 
CENTRE 

Everything you need for your 
garden, including plants, soils, 
fertilisers, water features and 
landscaping tools. 

04340 0006 

E 

EXQUISITE HOME 
FURNITURE 

The finest handcrafted British 
furniture. Bespoke sofas, 
bedroom, dining sets, and office 
furniture made in the UK by the 
best craftsmen at Parker Knoll, 
Charles Barr, Peter Guild, and 
Steed. 

www.exquisite-homefurniture. 

com 

02-5522878 

G 

GALERIES LAFAYETTE 

A wonderland of everything 
from clothing to interiors and 
everything in between. 
www.galerieslafayette.com, 

04 339 9933 


H 

HARVEST HOME 

A selection of homeware 
including those by Emma 
Bridgewater and Le Creuset. 
Jumeirah Centre 
043420225 

HARVEY NICHOLS 

This store offers a range of key 
items from collections such as 
Ralph Lauren and Missoni. 
www.harveynichols.com 
Mall of the Emirates: 

04409 8888 

HASTENS LUXURY 
BEDS 

Award-winning brand, making 
the best beds in the world. 

04 3809565 

HERMES 

French high-fashion house 
specialising in leather, 
ready-to-wear, lifestyle 
accessories, and homeware. 

The Dubai Mall: 04 330 8385 
HOME CENTRE 
Contemporary designs at 
reasonable prices. 
www.homecentrestores.com, 

1 3 stores across the UAE 
800-694663 
HOMES R US 
A treasure trove of modern 
fabrics, textiles and accessories. 
Ibn Battuta Mall: 044469820, 
Arabian Centre: 04 284 5736 

I 

IDDESIGN 

Elegant Danish furniture with 
contemporary designs. 
www.iddesign.co.uk 
043413434 

IKEA 

Modern Scandinavian designs at 

very affordable prices. 

www.ikeadubai.com 

04203 7555 

IKON HOUSE 

Stocking mainly Danish brands 

for all your design needs. 

www.ikonhouse.com 

0501046059 

INDIGO LIVING 

From colonial to contemporary 

furniture and accessories. 

www.indigo-living.com, 

043466934 

IRONY HOME 

Lifestyle accessories offering 

timeless elegance for the home. 

www.ironyhomelifestyle.com. 

The Dubai Mall: 044340166, 

04 399 8611 

J 

JASHANMAL 

Department store for all your 
home needs. 

Mall of the Emirates: 

043850139, Dubai Festival City: 
042329023 


JUST KIDDING 

High quality furniture and 
interior design solutions for 
newborns, big kids and parents 
to be. 

Gold & Diamond Park: 

04 341 3922, Al Safa: 

04 3466050 

KA INTERNATIONAL 

(New branch at WasI Square) 
When it comes to selecting 
fabrics, the choices are endless, 
from warm tones to bold, 
striped, floral or plain Spanish 
fabrics in addition to many styles 
of furniture. 

www.kainternational.com 
WasI Square 04 263 5404 

K 

KABALE 

One of the leading names in 

fabric works of art. 

www.kabale.ae 

The Village Mall: 04 342 7703 

KART DESIGN 

Modern Italian furniture design, 

distributors of Kartell in Dubai. 

www.kartdesign.net, 

04 348 8169 
KAS AUSTRALIA 
Packed with beautiful bedding 
and accessories, perfect for 
kitting-out your bedroom. 
www.kasaustralia.ae 
The Dubai Mall, Mercato, Mirdif 
City Centre: 04 388 4559 
KIDZ INC. 

The exclusive distributors of 
over 20 top quality children's 
brands of furniture, toys and 
accessories. 
www.kidzincdubai.com, 

04 328 5775 

KOHLER 

Innovative design and 

uncompromising performance 

for bathrooms and kitchens. 

www.kohler.com, 

04 3642650 

KOLLEKTION & CO 

Scandinavian wallpapers by Eco, 
Borastapeter and Mr. Perswall. 
www.thekollektion.com, 

04 3386395 

L 

LAUFEN 

Swiss company, amongst world's 
leading manufacturers of 
sanitary ware. 

04 2689993 

LELIEVRE 

The fabric specialists 
for interior design solutions. 

04 3394645 

LIFESTYLE 

Luxurious home decor suppliers. 
04 341 1988 
LIGNE ROSET 

The leading luxurious 
contemporary furniture brand. 
www.ligne-roset.com. 
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Sheikh Zayed Road: 

04 339 3535 

LITTLE LUXURIES 

A mix of home accessories from 
cushions and quilts to cutlery 
and glassware. 
www.littleluxuries.ae 
Town Centre Jumeirah: 

04 349 4755, Arabian Centre: 
04236 3480 

M 

MAC AL GURG 

Specialises in building materials 
and sanitary ware suppliers. 
www.algurg.com, 

04 266 1291 

MARINA EXOTIC 
HOME FURNISHINGS 

Unique woodwork and rustic 
accessories for a stylish ethnic 
look. 

www.marinagulf.com. 

Mall of the Emirates: 

04341 0314 
MON ATELIER 
Gifting solutions, fashions, 
accessories and gifts for men, 
women and children. 
www.monatelier-dubai.com, 
0506502433 
MUJI 

An all-encompassing home 
store for no-name brands. 
www.muji.com 04 388 2104 

NAKKASH GALLERY 

Multibrand indoor and outdoor 
furniture. 

www.nakkashgallery.com, 

04 2826767 

N 

NATUZZI 

Italian sofas, loungers, armchairs 
and accessories. 
www.natuzzi.com, 

04 3380777 


NEFF KITCHENS 

Magnificent kitchen concepts. 
www.neffkitchens.com, 

04 880444 

NOLTE 

Germany's second-biggest 
kitchen brand is now open 
in Dubai. 

04 371 2675 

0 

O DE ROSE 

A treasure trove of one-off 
handmade eclectic items, from 
jewellery to interiors. 
www.o-derose.com 
04 348 7990 

p 

PARASOL GARDEN 
FURNITURE 

Elegant garden furniture from 
this leading UAE supplier. 
www.parasoldubai.com 
04 347 9003 

PETIT PALAIS 

High-end quality 

and hand-crafted European 

furniture. 

Jumeirah Beach Road, 
043854142 
POTTERY BARN 

American furniture and 
accessories brand with an East 
Coast feel. 
www.potterybarn.ae. 

The Dubai Mall: 04 325 3706, 
Mirdif City Centre: 

04606 2610 

PURITY 

Offering leading names in living 

solutions. 

www.purity.ae, 

043349943 


Q 

Q HOME DECOR 

Inviting furniture that's perfect in 
any setting. 

www.qhomedecor.com 
Oasis Centre: 04 51 5 4040, 
Mirdif City Centre: 

04 2843787, 

The Dubai Mall: 04325 3115 

R 

RATTAN HOUSE 

Outdoor furniture with a 
tropical, relaxed vibe. 
www.rattan-house.com 
04 338 2977 
RAME DESIGNER 
SOLUTIONS 
Sheikh Zayed Road, 

2nd Interchange 
Mardoof Building, 

Building No. 1 
showroom@rame-ds.com, 

04 38840 55 
ROCHE BOBOIS 
A unique range of 
contemporary French furniture, 
home furnishing and 
accessories. 
www.rochebobois.com, 

04 399 0393 

s 

SANIPLEX 

For bathroom, tiles and 
plumbing needs. 

04 330 7771 

SNAIDERO 

Unique kitchen design. 
ibatimat@emirates.net.ae 
04 8801800 

SOLICO 

A wide range of furniture for 
interiors and outdoor living. 
www.solicouae.com, 

04 8801800 


T 

TAVOLA 

A wide selection of quality 
kitchenware from Europe. 
www.tavola.ae, 

04 3402933 

TEKA 

Sleek and seamless 
kitchen appliances made with 
German precision. 
www.teka.com, 

04 283 3047 

THE CHANGE 

INITIATIVE 

Biggest eco-friendly product 

suppliers in the UAE. 

800 824 

THE HOME 

SPECIALISTS Specialising 
in modern furniture and 
upholstery to customisation. 
www.interiors-uae.com 
Dubai: 04 323 3348 
THE ONE 

Chic furniture and accessories. 
www.theone.com 
Jumeirah: 04 345 6687, 

Mall of the Emirates: 

04 341 3777, 

Khalidiya:02681 6500 
THE ONE FUSION 
Rough Luxe home fashion. 
www.theone.com, 

04 346 8977 

THE RUG COMPANY 

A wide range of rug collections. 
www.therugcompany.com 
04 3231161 

u 

UNDER ONE ROOF 

The exclusive retailers of 
stunning Metris kitchens in 
Dubai. 

www.underoneroof.ae, 

04 323 2722 

URBAN YOGI 


An eclectic mix of fabric, 
furniture, tableware and art. 
www.facebook.com/ 
TheUrbanYogiDubai 

V 

VILLEROY & BOCH 

Home to an exclusive collection 
of ceramic tableware and 
glassware items. 
www.villeroy-boch.com, 

04 341 1174 
VOGLIA HOUSE 
AND GARDEN 
Sofa and dining sets, 
ornamental accessories 
and lamps. 
www.voglia.ae, 

04 379 0400 

w 

WALL CRAVINGS 

Avast selection of trendy, 
tasteful and fun solutions for 
bare walls. 

www.wallcravings.com, 

055 3646084 

WEST ELM 

An American home furnishings 
brand that creates unique and 
affordable designs for modern 
living. 

The Dubai Mall: 04 388 2589 

WESTERN FURNITURE 

Sofa and dining sets, 
ornamental accessories 
and lamps. 

www.westernfurniture.ae, 

04 337 7152 

XYZ 

ZARA HOME 

Affordable home accessories 
from the globally popular 
Spanish fashion store. 
www.zarahome.com. 

Mall of the Emirates: 

04 341 4184, 

Jumeirah Beach Residence: 
044380650 

ZIMMER ^ RHODE 

One of Europe's leading textile 
manufacturers. 

04 339 5839 



ACE HARDWARE stocks 
these paint brands 

Dulux Jotun Valdspar 
Clark & Kensington 
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HAZEM EL JESR 


FROM CITIES, DUBAI & RIYADH 


Left: the 

eclectic and 
bright interior 
of the Cities 
store in Dubai. 

Above: 

Hazem Eljesr. 


WHAT IS YOUR ROLE 
IN THE BUSINESS? 

I'm the Owner and 
Founding Managing 
Director of Cities Design, 
Art & Lifestyle Store. 

TELL US ABOUT THE 

IDEABEHINDTHE 

BRAND. 

Well, the first Cities store 
opened in Riyadh, and it 
really started out of a 
desire to bring a new style 
of design to the region. 
We wanted to encourage 
a movement away from 
the traditional and 
classical styles that had 
dominated the region for 
so long and to bring a 
new design approach to 
the area; a fusion of 
modern and eclectic 
pieces that would help 
people to expand beyond 
conventional design. Our 
goal was also to create a 


platform to promote 
talented up-and-coming 
designers from the Middle 
East and Gulf regions, not 
only by displaying their 
pieces in the store, but 
also by holding exhibits 
and installations to build 
interest in their work. 

An integral part of our 
concept has always been 
to not rely merely on 
distinctive pieces, but also 
to display them in an 
innovative and versatile 
way. We add to our 
inventory quite often, but 
we also regularly change 
our displays and alter the 
entire layout of the store. 
So, from month to month, 
people can visit Cities and 
have a completely 
different shopping 
experience each time. 
When they return, 
everything has changed, 
and suddenly, there are 


new pieces and new 
combinations of items to 
offer ideas and inspiration. 
People really respond to 
that aspect of the store 
because it provides them 
with the chance to gain 
exposure to different 
designers and they can 
also learn more about 
what's available through 
our exhibitions and 
installations. 

HOW WOULD YOU 
DESCRIBE YOUR OWN 
PERSONAL INTERIOR 
STYLE? 

I'm drawn to interiors that 
are filled with colour and 
comfort while making a 
statement. I love a space 
that shows a daring mix of 
objects, styles and colours 
that one wouldn't 
necessarily think should 
go together. I like a space 
with an innovative 


approach or combination 
of pieces, and always lots 
of colours used wisely. A 
properly done interior 
shouldn't overwhelm you, 
it should envelop you and 
make you feel 
comfortable, with 
elements of surprise here 
and there. 

FAVOURITE 

ARTWORK? 

Lately, I've been captivated 
by the artwork of 
Greek-Amehcan artist Fotis 
Gerakis. He's a painter, 
known for his photorealistic 
style, but he also has a 
series of pieces done on 
wooden skateboard decks. 
He does a fabulous job 
combining technical skills 
with great colour and 
composition, and to use a 
skateboard deck for a fine 
art piece is an innovative 
and unique idea. 


WHAT’S NEXT? 

This year we are going to 
focus on bringing publicity 
to many up-and-coming 
designers and artists 
through a series of events. 
First, will be an installation 
of work by Lebanese 
designer Nayef Francis in 
February, and then a joint 
exhibition of artwork by 
Greek-Amehcan artist Fotis 
Gerakis and French artist 
Richard Orlinski in March. 

In the future, we are 
considering opening a 
second Cities location in 
Dubai and later in Abu 
Dhabi. We are also hard at 
work on a new larger store 
for our Riyadh location 
which should be up and 
running in the next few ^ 

months. Finally, there is a □ 

Cities magazine in the ^ 

works which will soon be ^ 

available for our i 

Q_ 

customers. Hill ^ 

o 

o 

I- 

o 


DESCRIBE YOURSELEIN THREE WORDS Passionate, curious, driven 
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BoConcept 

Urban Danish Design since 1952 


It's not a table 

It's a concept 


Dubai SZR +97143884522 info@boconcept.ae | Dubai Jumeirah 3 Beach Road +97143392661 
Abu Dhabi Mall +97126425325 info@boconcept.ae (B)/boconceptuae 0/boConceptuae ^/BoConceptuae 

Bahrain All Seef +97317564319 info@boconcept-bh.com (B)/boconceptbh 0/boConceptbh *^/boconceptbh 


See our new collection in stores now 
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indigo 




Abu Dhabi: YAS Mall, Level 1 - near Ferrari World entrance T-02 6261184 
Abu Dhabi: Al Wahda Mall (inside OOD Life) T-02 4410688 

Dubai: Sheikh Zayed Road, Safa Park Interchange T-04 3466934 


indigo-living.com 





